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The community of Mandabeni in Loskop (Ward 9) was full of joy and excitement as they welcomed the 

MEC for Human Settlements and Public Works; Mr Ravi Pillay MPL during the provincial campaign’s 

Operation Sukuma Sakhe.  MEC Pillay visited this area which is under Mbabazane Local Municipality at 

uThukela District on the 28th October 2015 to engage with the community in areas such as HIV/AIDS, 

poverty and elevation, and how the community has benefited from the government services.  

 

 

MEC Pillay briefing Mr VC Mlangeni (Ward Councillor), Mr Zakhele Nyuswa (Department of Agriculture)  
and Mr Mthoko Cele (Office of the MEC) 

 
Ward 9 is one of the 13 wards located in the Imbabazane Local Municipality at the heart of the 

Drakensberg Mountains and has an estimated population of 10 334 people.  Mr Pillay was 

accompanied by uThukela District Deputy Mayor Mr Lwazi Mchunu, Mr Skhumbuzo Gumede, the Head 

of Ministry and other senior officials and Ward Councillors.   

 

The day started with a visit to Injisuthi Clinic which serves communities from Wards 8 to 12 and then 

proceeded to a Non-Profit Organisation project known as Thembalethu Care Organization which has a 

vision to support community needs and demands.  MEC congratulated the community but in particular 

the committed representatives of the two projects (Injisuthi Clinic and Thembalethu Organization) for 

the good work they do.  

 



 

From left to right above: Ward Councillor Mr VC Mlangeni, MEC Ravi Pillay, Operational Manager;  
Ms Geetha Ganes and Sister Slindile Nkandi 

 

In response to the government’s “Siyahlola Campaign” the MEC and his team then visited Mrs Victoria 

Mkhonza, one of the residents whose house was reportedly not in a good condition. Mr Pillay made a 

commitment that Mrs Mkhonza’s house shall be prioritized as an emergency matter and be renovated 

under ‘Operation Sukuma Sakhe’ Programme.  The day ended with a community gathering at 

Emandabeni Community Hall which was packed with more than 500 residents in an engagement with 

the Ministerial Team on social issues affecting the community.  In his acknowledgement, the MEC 

thanked the community for working together with their leadership.  “It is always an exciting thing to 

come to a community that is highly organized, enthusiastic and clearly has a strong leadership.” He 

said.  He further encouraged the youth to study “Do not neglect your education, people can take away 

everything from you but they cannot take away your education” he then promised to forward their 

concerns to the relevant channels.   

In closure, Ward Councillor Mlangeni expressed his gratitude about this day, he said “The OSS Day is 

indeed helpful because the community is able to engage with the cabinet, I wish everyday could be 

OSS Day so that people’s concerns can be addressed”.  He further said “The arrival of MEC Pillay in 

our area brought hope to our community especially with regards to housing issues”. 

Service delivery remains a thorny issues amongst most communities. However, one also need to 

complement and give credit when and where it is due. ‘Operation Sukuma Sakhe’ in the Province of 

KwaZulu-Natal has been a pillar towards the alleviation of peoples’ outcries of poverty and or 

unemployment. This ultimately translates into social order and stability.   


