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From Left: Acting Director-General of KwaZulu-Natal Mr Frikkie Brooks, KwaZulu-Natal Premier Mr Senzo Mchunu and 

MEC for Human Settlements and Public Works Mr Ravi Pillay during the visit at Table Mountain Primary School 

 
On Wednesday the 30th of March 2016 MEC for Human Settlements and Public 

Works, Mr Ravigasen Pillay together with KwaZulu-Natal Premier Senzo Mchunu 

visited the Umgungundlovu Municipality. The entire KwaZulu-Natal Provincial 

Cabinet was deployed throughout the District, visiting government projects and 

interacting with all communities. Mkhambathini Local Municipality is located along 

the south-eastern boundary of Umgungundlovu District Municipality. It covers an 

area of approximately 917km2 and is the second smallest municipality within 

Umgungundlovu District Municipality. 

 

Principal of Table Mountain Primary School Mr TS Chili reporting on the current status of the school 

 



 

 

The KwaZulu-Natal Premire, Mr Mchunu and MEC Pillay were deployed at Ward 2 in 

kwaNyavu area. The first project visited was Table Mountain Primary School. This 

particular school has a historic background as it was established in the year 1876 by 

missionaries. The Department of Education together with the Department of Public 

Works have over the years renovated the school and it is evident as one cannot help 

but notice the well maintained clean and solid buildings. The school principal Mr TS 

Chili expressed such gratitude towards government’s efforts to service delivery. “I 

promise to ensure that this school will produce excellent results because government 

has provided us with a conducive working environment” he said. However, not all is 

well at Table Mountain Primary School, the principal reported that continued ‘break-

ins’ remain a challenge and also a need for infrastructure, in particular a library and 

computer laboratory. 

In his address, the Premier was very impressed with the current status of the school. 

“Operation Sukuma Sakhe is a way in which government reaches out to the 

community in order to identify what is lacking in terms of service delivery and it is 

very heart-warming to see progress” he added. He further encouraged the school 

principal to continue working hard together with the community to maintain the 

current status of the school.   

 

 

Principal of Phangindawo Primary School Mr S Ngubane reporting on the current status of the school 

 

The second project visited was Phangindawo Primary school which was also 

established by missionaries in 1938. Contrary to Table Mountain, the current status 

of the school left much to be desired. According to the report from Mr S Ngubane, 

the school principal, the school was under renovations since March 2013. The plan 



was to convert the school into a “Full Service School”, which caters for learners with 

special needs, but months into the renovations after a huge excavation was made on 

the school grounds and some buildings left unfinished, the allocated contractor 

struggled to complete the project and therefore his contract was terminated and 

there has not be a replacement ever since.  

In his expression, there was a concern that the working capabilities of the contractor 

were and are not very satisfactory since the identification of a hole within the building 

structure which remain posing safety threats to school children and any potential 

victim. “It saddens me to see that certain contractors tend to not take their work 

seriously and also tend to disrespect rural areas, this should be stopped” remarked 

Premier Mchunu with concern.  

The final stop for the day was a community engagement held at Ophokweni 

Community Hall where the community was given an opportunity to express their 

views and their needs to the Premier. 

In his welcoming address, the Umgungundlovu District Mayor Cllr Yusuf Bhamjee 

said “The reason for us being here is because government is trying their utmost best 

to improve infrastructure development, I therefore urge everyone present to support 

the government in order to achieve the best results”. Members of the community had 

the opportunity to raise their concerns and the most dominant issue was lack of 

water. In his response, Mr Mchunu assured the people of Mkhambathini that the 

government will be working tirelessly to address the current draught issue. “We ask 

that you bear with us in our efforts of finding solutions and interventions” he pleaded. 

 

 

The community of Mkhambathini Ward 2 listening attentively to the speakers 



Operation Sukuma Sakhe continues to be a tool measure and improve service 

delivery especially in the most rural communities. This programme has ensured the 

integration and joint delivery of Departmental programmes and services through war 

rooms across the province.  

 


