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Historic school falling apart

Russell pupils, sta
‘in grave danger’

NOMPILO KUNENE
RUSSELL High School, which has heri- AMAFA

tage status, is so dilapidated it poses pms To

a “grave danger” while government de-
partments refuse to take responsibility. TAKE ACT IO“
This has been revealed by Fiona Bul-
man, of the school’s Old Girls Associa-
tion, and the school’s governing body. JACO van der Merwe said Ama-
Bulman said the school is — apart fa had reported that their at-
from the City Hall and the Legislature tempts to meet with high level
building — the only building built dur- deie sates from DPW and Edu-
ing the colonial years in the city that catiin were unsuccessful as
continues to be used for the purpose each “passed the buck’

for which it was established. He said Amafa would now
“Yor 139 years the school has been declare a formal dispute in
educating girls to become young wom- terms of the Intergovernmental

en but the state of the building right Relations Framework Act to de-
now iz appalling and is putting a strain termine who was uitimately re-

on the process of teaching and learn- sponsible to repair what is a
ing” . heritage building.
She said the school has tried since if the matter was then still

2013 to get the KZN departments of not resolved they would have to
Education and Public Works to hielp fix go to court.

the leaking roof, rotting beams and He warned that criminal ac-
other infrastructure but their pleas fell tion is a possibility. “The reality
on deaf ears. is that there is criminal liabifity

In 2014 the Old Girls Assaciation that rests whenever a person
submitted an application for funding responsible for a property fails
to the National Lotteries Commission, to act or do anything about it.
accompaniedbyareport byheritagear-  There are a number of people
chitect Robert Brusse. They received a from both Education and Public
response in July 2017 that the applica- Works departrnents who have

tion did not succeed. known about this but have
Bulman said summer storms. over done nothing” he said.
years caused the roof to leak and the — Witness Reporter.
ceilings to become mouldy, crumble
and collapse, though from outside this
isn’t visible. again”
Brusse estimated four years ago the Grade 12 accounting pu-

cost of repairs would have been around ~ pil and head girl Mpilo
R3 million, but today will cost more,  Radebe said the dam-
Bulman said there is a risk of injury  age causes distrac-
to pupils and staff, Incidents have oc-  tions while learn-
curred where pieces of concrete ceiling  ing.
have fallen onto school desks. “When it rains,
A portionofthelibraryhasbeencor-  drops of water
doned off as the roof could collapse at  come down and I .
gny point. sometimes  find
Accounting teacher Burger Maritz —myself staring at
said that on a Monday morning last that huge hole inthe
March he and his pupils walked into  roof,” she said.
their classroom to find the concrete Dina dos Santos, dep-

ABOVE: A portion of the Russell High Schaol library that has been cordoned off as It
may collapse at any time. RIGHT: Thulani Khoza, chairperson of Russell High's School
Governing Body in front of the 139-year-old school building. PHOTOS: IAN CARBUTT

" areafraidthey’llook mot simply raise funds and fix the temptsby the school to get the depart-

ceiling scattered on desks and comput-  utyhead girl, said the dilap- down on us” school as others do. ments of Education and Public Works
ers. idated building is an embarrass- Thulani Khoza, chairper- “\We ask thoseresponsible to helpus  and Amafa Heritage KZN to intervene,

“Fortunately when the ceiling came ment. son of the school’s SGB, said becauise ... We have been requesting this fortoo  they turned to atforney Jaco van der
down we weren’t in the classroom but “We avoid inviting pupils fromother  the school is a heritage building it is ~many years now,’ he said. Merwe from Tatham Wilkes for help.

we don’t know when it might fall schoolstoour socialeventsbecausewe protected by legislation and they can- Bulman said after numerous at- « Continued on page 3




Education
‘will follow
up’ on issue
« Continued from page 1

ON February 27 Van der Merwe
Sent a letter (seen by The wit-
ness) to the South African Heri-
tage Resources Agency, Amafa
Heritage KZN, KzN's Department
of Education, Department of Arts
and Culture, the Department of
Public Works and the KZN Pre-
Tier’s Office, detailing the problem
and the school's correspondence
with various departments over the
years,

All to no avail,

The DPW said they had to re-
Ceive an instruction and budgst
from the Education Department to
act, and the Education Depart-
ment said they would “liaise with
the director for infrastructure” byt
nothing happened,

Education Department Spokes-
persan Sihie Miotshwa told The
Witness they will follow up the
matter “because we do not want
1o expose pupils and teachers to
suich dangers”

. nompi!o.kunene@wftness.co.za

ARCHITECT’S
FRUSTRATIONS

HERITAGE architect Robert Brusse
shared his frustrations at the lack
of responsibility by government
departments. He said Russel| High
is a listed building and s architec-
turally and histarically of impor-
tance,

“The KZN Public Works Depart-
ment does absolutely NOTHING,
This school is just one of hundreds
in KZN with such problems. It is
only when one 80es to court and
challenges the department that
they start making any effort to
address such issues,” he sajd,

He said he was “incredibly an-
8y” and accused government offj-
cials of not doing what they are
paid to do.

I have also included in my re-
port that pupils going in and oyt
of the library, unbeknown to them-
selves, are being exposed to 8rave
danger”

He said “when and not if” the
roof collapsed everyone would “act
Surprised” despite having been
forewarned byt chose to ignore i,

“The gavernment cannot dis-
claim responsibility” — WR.
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