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Advancing quest for spatial integration

In the fight against poverty, the Human Settlements Department has brought new life to thousands of people

MELISWA PEGGY NEDNYENI

HUMAN Settlemenis does mot merely
baild howses. We are establishing new
towns and cltles where all our people
live, work, pray and play together
We are providing tangible evidence
of soclal cohesion in our develog-
ments. A summary of our delivery in
thie last financial year includes 5 806
serviced sites, 15 516 units; 4 386 work
opportunities; and 4 469 title deed
handovers.

The presentation of the 2020-2021
budget tor Human Settlements comes
in the wake of Covid-1%, which has
left sockety reeling at a oomimunbty
and global level. Our commitment to
unity, socio-economic remewal and
nation-building has not been infected
by Cowviid-19. Our commibtments have
in fact been amplified

To address apartheld spatial plamn-
ning that has continwed to exist since
1994, the province's programime of
acthon s directed at the very epboen-
tre of poverty and spatial imbalances.
Spathal integration, sustalnable human
sefitbements and the alleviation of asset
poverty are key mational priorities.

In forging forwand with a new wave
of thinking, we are not losing sight
of the basic services required by our
people and are working with available
PESUFCES,

Human Settlements consistently
meets its targets and has yel again
spent its budget for the 2009720
financial year We are indeed prowd
to announce that the department is
working toward a clean audit for the
third swocessive year on the Housing
Fund amnd an ungualified sudit for the
vile. We are pleased to share with
fellow citizens that B39 billion has
been allocated to the department for
the 2020/21 financial year.

Our aim 5 to derive maximum
benefit for our ciilzens by aligning
all our programmes to achieve setile-
ments where compact design, inte-
grated metworks of walkable sireets
mixed land use, green infrastrectune
and smart technologies are among the
considerations.

Radical socio-ecomomic transfos-
mation s a priosty of our government.

R

EWAIUILU-HNATAL MEC for Human Setflements and Public Werks Peggy Nkoryend, ke, during an essent in the Bembe District Municipality,
wibere she B the districl champson for the area. Human Seiilements has led the sanitiation of nformal sefilements throughout KIM in the

wialoe of the Covid-19 cutbreak.

The department uses varkos tools
to give effect to this. We will contine
to utilise local labour and material
supplied by SMMEs and co-operatives
without compromising the quality of
the building material.

Human Settlements i working
with the Depariment of Boomomic
Development, Towrsm and Envieon-
mental Affairs, community education
training centres and other stakehodders
to facilitate supplier capacitatbon amnd
aocess o the market

These SMMEs and co-operatives
including those owned by vouih,
wioanen, the disabled and mil itary vet-
erans, would have acguired accredited
consiruction skills through the EFWE
Skills Development Programime.

Through the Siyvakha Incubation
Frogramme, we have actioned the
incubatbomn of 100 CIDE Level 1 con-
structbon companies drawn from all

districts im the province.

This is achieved through the peo-
vision of training and busimess skills
development programmees, as well as
the allocation of construction work on
hiuman settlements projects.

Crood governance s a key principle
at every level of our work. We are
reviewing the accreditation of mnsc-
ipalities acconding to their capacity to
perform in housing development.

The withdrawal of developer status
of municipalities will be in a phased
approach.

The depariment has received
adverse audit findings in the past
finamcial years largely due to the fail-
ure of municipalities o account for
PrOCUTENEn] processes.

Through the District Developmsent
Model, the department works closely
wiith all munbcipalivies. It is significant
to point out that eThekwini Metro

receives its annual budget of R1.8bn
for the Urban Settlements Develop-
meent Creant directly from the Mational
Department of Human Settlements
for the installation of services such
as water and sanitatbon in informal
settlements and other urban projects.

In addition to that the metro
recelves Hlbn from the provimce for
the construction of top structures from
the Human Settbements Developoment
Crraml.

EThelowini Metro receives in excess
of a K3bn allocation while the depart-
meni shares the remaining KE2bmn
among the other 10 district munici-
palities in the provimce.

The allocatbon per district is influ-
enced by population demographics,
project planning readiness and increas-
ing availability of bulk services.

This also includes the Informal Set-
tlemsents Upgrade, Expanded Public

Works and Title Deeds Restoration
PrOgraimime granis.

Im the last budget vole, we commit-
ted to providing sccess to well located
and desirable land and the upgrading
al informal seftlements.

e department has since acquined
174 hectanes of Land for housing devel-
opment.

Compounding the challenges of
ermdicating informal settlements ame
beneficiaries who, after being perma-
nently relocated to formal howses,
aften call their relatives o ocoupwy
thetr informal dwellings.

We have identifled 745 Informal
seftlements for upgrading across the
province with the majority in eThek
winl Metro (524).

Eighty-one informal settlements
im six disteicts, namely Harry Gwala,
[Lembe, fululand, Uga, uhsgungun-
dlovu and uThukela, are ocurrenthy
receiving attentbon.

e eradication of transit camps
in eThekwini remains a priority. This
requires a collaborative effort from the
government amd civil society.

As a shori-term intervention, a
number of infill sites have been idern
tified to relocate some af the families
in transit camps.

These are in areas such as Cuarry
Helights, Kingsburgh and Cralgieburn.

The necessary studies are being
undertaken in these areas to allow
for the design and construction of
hiuses.

The enforcement of by-laws will
play a critical role im ensuring that
where we have relocated people to per-
manent houses, the transit camps will
be demolished to avoid them being
invaded by new occupants.

The Human %ettlements terrain B
a challenging one, but we are oo
fident that we have the rght policy
frameworks and expertise 1o advance
the service delivery we are tasked with.

Nkarpertl 15 tee KwaZidu-Natal MEC
for Inenen settlements and public

wowks i KwaZlu-Natel. This & an
edifeal excerpt of the Hinmmn Settlerneiis
Buulyet Speech presembed b e
EwaFulu-Noatal Provioctal Legislatire
yestendiay.
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