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The Programme Director

The Mayor of the Newcastle, His Worship, ClIr. Rehamn

The Speaker,of the Newcastle Municipality, Cllr. Shunmugam
Representaives of local and provincial government

Members of the community

The KwaZulu-Natal Department of Human Settlements is committed to delivering
quality human settlements. We want to make sure that we use public money in the best
possible way to ensure that our people get the best service from government.

Our work as a Department covers ensuring that we get rid of slums and provide our
people with houses of good quality that are built close to transport, schools, clinics and
other social amenties like sportsfields. To this end, our Department has so far built over
500 000 houses in KwaZulu-Natal. There is even more to come.. As | stand here talking
to you, I can report that we have over 600 housing projects all over our province. These
projects cover rental housing, rual housing projects, social housing, hostels and low-
income housing.

Our aim is to provide decent housing for our people and to do this while making sure that
public money is well spent and that we get value for money. Unfortunately there are
many projects where our people have received houses of poor quality — where the walls
start cracking, where foundations are damp, where roofs start leaking, where bricks are
held together with more sand than cement — yes, you know what | am talking about.

This is not acceptable. We cannot allow our communities to be abused in this way where
government is paying and paying well for something that is not value for money.

As the Department of Human Settlements we will make sure that companies and people
who are guilty of this kind of abuse are made to pay. We will make those responsible for
poor construction of houses rebuild the houses properly — at their own cost or we will re-
build the houses and claim the costs from the guilty parts. Whatver the case, we are
saying enough is enough.

There are too many poorly built houses in our province — over 40 000 — and we have so
far in the last year repaired or rectified 16 000. However, as we all know, this has cost us
a lot of money. This is money that could have been used to build new houses but which
we were forced to spend on repairing poorly built houses. As | have said — we cannot
accept this. As government, as communities we must speak out against those who seek to



fleece government and thereby deprive poor people by taking public money, not doing
things properly and not giving us value for the money that we are paying them.

We are working very closely with the NHBRC (National Home Builders’ Registration
Council) to see to it that our people get houses that are properly built and are of good
quality. Every company that does work for our Department will have to be registered
with the NHBRC. Every new housing project will be enrolled with the NHBRC. The
NHBRC will inspect and pass every house before it is handed over to the community. In
this way we will be able to make sure that the houses government builds are of good
quality.

The NHBRC is also inspecting houses hat need repairs or rectification. This task has been
given to them by our national Minister of Human Settlements, Minister Tokyo Sexwale.
So before repairs are done to any houses and after repairs are done to houses, the
NHBRC inspectors look at them and report on what needs to be done first and of couse
after that they inspect what has been done to make sure the work has been done according
to their satisfaction. Only then will a house be signed off.

As a Department and as government we are committed to empowering our communities
and making sure that economic opportunities are offered to them. We are committed to
BBBEE. However, what we also want to see is that when there is the opportunity for
work, it is not the same people or companies who get work all the time. That is not
empowerment of or people, it is enrichment of a few at the expense of the rest. We also
want to make sure that work gets given to those who can do the work. As government,
we do not want to keep on paying those who take public money, who overcharge us or
who do not give us value for money.

As a Department then, we are committed to appointing our contractors and our service
providers in an open,fair way. This sometime means that we take longer but at the end of
the day we must all be able to say that we are certain we are getting the best value for our
people.

This has been the case with the repairs to the houses here at KwaMathukuza. We
understand that you have been anxious that time has been passing and repair work on
your houses has not yet started. The process has taken time but today | am happy to
report to you that work will be starting in the next month. As from today/Monday the
advertisement calling for service providers to apply for the contract to do the
KwaMathukuza repairs will be appearing in the newspapers. We have tried to speed up
the process and we will appoint a service provider to do the work in the next three weeks.
.By the middle of November you will see the work starting in KwaMathikuza. As | have
said , this has taken time, but good things do take time and | want to be certain that the
R25 670 million that | have approved to be spent on this project is well spent and that we
get good value for money.



In order to make sure that the repair work is up to standard, this project will be enrolled
with the NHBRC and the NHBRC inspectors will inspect and pass the work done. In this
way we can all be sure that we get something that we are happy with.

We want to thank the community of KwaMathukuza for your patience and we want to
assure you that from now on you will start seeing things happening quickly.

Let me now move on to introducing our keynote speaker. He is someone who leads by
example. He is committed to making KwaZulu-Natal a better place to live in for all of us.
He has identified poverty as one of the greatest challenges facing our province and has
therefore introduced the provincial flagship programme called the “War Against
Poverty.” As part of the flagship programme he is encouraging us to provide food for
ourselves through the one home, one garden campaign. Together with this he is
championing the fight against TB, HIV and AIDS. He is truly committed to fighting for a
better life for all. Ladies and gentlemen, | have great pleasure in presenting to you the
Premier of KwaZulu-Natal, Dr Zweli Mkhize.



