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Ladies and gentlemen 
 
 
I feel very honoured and privileged to be given an opportunity to 

make a few remarks at such an important event.  I am certain most of 

us gathered here today are fully aware of the daunting task that the 

Honorable President set for us during his State of the Nation Address 

last year when he formally announced the EPWP. Such a program is 

directly making an impact on the lives of the unemployed in this 

Province and the country as a whole and we can only hope that it will 

contribute to bridge the gap between the first and second economy.   
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A start has been made, a fact that was well illustrated by real 

projects, some of which we had a chance of visiting yesterday and 

today.  Now that the proverbial ice has been broken, we can only 

expect things to get better and move into a higher gear from now on 

as the EPWP makes its impact in our grappling with the problem of 

high levels of unemployment.  Of course there will always be that 

proverbial room for improvement. 

 

On our part as Public Works, one can only anticipate good things to 

come.  Since the beginning of the current financial year in April 2005 

we now have a Tender Document that has been modified to comply 

with the requirements of the EPWP.  Furthermore an amount of R2.0 
million has been set aside for training so that the contractors can 

comply with EPWP guidelines regarding the National Qualifications 

Framework.  Therefore I am confident that with these measures in 

place, the success of the EPWP will become even more evident and 

yield positive results for our people.  The planning for the two major 

projects that we have embarked upon also included these aspects. 

These are: 

 

• The Hlabisa Hospital project in which our Department is 

engaged jointly with the IDT, that is estimated at R82 million; 

 

• The King George Hospital in Durban – another new and quite 

extensive project that has already been endorsed by the 

Portfolio Committees on Public Works at National and 
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Provincial level of government, during their joint visit to the 

project in February 2005. 

 

Over and above these all our future construction work will include an 

element of EPWP.  We will continue as a Department to work with the 

Department of Transport who are the coordinators of this programme 

in the Province. 

 

Programme Director, Honourable Minister, one other task that I have 

is to introduce the Honourable Minister of Public Works, Ms SN 

Sigcau - M P.  Strictly speaking, our guest of honour the Minister of 

Public Works Ms SN Sigcau-MP needs no introduction.  To those 

who may not be aware, Princess SN Sigcau is a member of the Royal 

Family.  

 

Program Director and your respectable audience, I hope you will 

pardon me for the soft spot I have for our guest of honour.  I believe 

that, apart from being generally endowed with a kindhearted nature, 

her Royal upbringing is partly a contributing factor to Minister 

Sigcau’s overall wholesome disposition towards us the commoners.  

She seems to have a sixth sense of understanding how poverty in a 

rural setting impacts the people who live there.   I do not know 

whether this bias occurs naturally in me because I also happen to 

have a rural background with its simple and basic upbringing 

environment. 

 

 3



It does not end there.  Another special attribute of our guest of honor 

which no one can take away from her is the fact that with her, when it 

is time for delivery, political partisanship takes the back seat and she 

allows service to the people to take the centre stage.  Madam 

Minister, words are failing me to adequately describe the extent to 

which we are touched by your humility.  Please know that we are 

taking notice of all these things as you go about discharging your 

duties in service to the people. 

 

 Minister Sigcau is no stranger in this Province, having worked as a 

teacher after qualifying at the University of Fort Hare.  Even under the 

old political dispensation she was politically active.  What underpins 

her involvement has always been to strive for the improvement of the 

poor.  Did you know that Minister Sigcau once served in a similar 

portfolio under the territorial government of the Transkei before its 

independence?  I make special mention of this portfolio because 

glamour is not associated with this Department.  One of her passions 

is projects that are aimed at rural development.  Minister Sigcau is 

involved in various women’s organizations amongst which one can 

mention Zenzele. 

 

The call of duty saw her becoming part of the Multi-Party Negotiating 

Process at the World Trade Centre, where she represented the Cape 

Traditional Leaders.  At the beginning of the new political 

dispensation, she was appointed to the first Cabinet of a new South 

Africa as Minister of Public Enterprises, a position she held until the 

end of term.   
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After the second general elections in 1999 when a new Cabinet was 

formed she became Minister of Public Works.  After the 2004 

elections President Mbeki recognized the vast experience that our 

guest of honor has acquired over the years when he invited her to 

serve for the second term as Minister of Public Works on the 28th 

April 2004. 

 

With those few words, ladies and gentlemen allow me to present to 

you the Honourable Minister Stella Sigcau.  Nyawuza! 

 

------------------------ 
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